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LOLI KANTOR EXHIBITION PROPOSAL  

To coincide with the forthcoming publication, book signing and lecture presentation,  

Beyond The Forest  
Jewish Presence In Eastern Europe, 2004-2012 
by Loli Kantor 

A Forthcoming book to be published by The University of Texas Press November, 2014.  

I. ABOUT THE BOOK 

The book is a narrative of my creative journey through my photography -- in black and 

white and color -- as well as a personal perspective of Jewish Life in Eastern Europe 

between 2004-2012.

 

• Publisher: University of Texas Press 
• Hardcover, 25 x 26 cm 
• 185 pages with 98 photographic plates, 60 color and 38 black and white photographs 
• Introduction by Anda Rottenberg , Art Critic and Curator, Warsaw, Poland.  
• Afterward by Novelist Joseph Skibell  Emory University, Atlanta. 
• ISBN 978-0-292-76129-2  
• Canada Distributor: Codasat Canada Ltd, Tel 604.228.9952 
• https://utpress.utexas.edu/index.php/books/kanbey

BEYOND THE FOREST
JEWISH PRESENCE IN EASTERN  EUROPE, 2004–2012    LOLI  KANTOR

Introduction by Anda Rottenberg
Afterword by Joseph Skibell

Like a forest recovering from a cataclysmic fire, the Jews of 
Eastern Europe are drawing on deep roots to regrow their 
communities in the long aftermath of the Holocaust and 
decades of Soviet domination. They are creating a con-
temporary Jewish culture that would be both familiar and 
strange to the generation that perished in the Holocaust.
 Beginning in 2004, Loli Kantor, the daughter of Holo-
caust survivors, traveled in Ukraine, as well as Poland, Ro-
mania, and the Czech Republic, witnessing the rebirth of 
Eastern European Jewish culture. She photographed Jews 
in their everyday lives and listened to their stories in their 

homes, synagogues, and other gathering places. Her lumi-
nous black-and-white and color images eloquently reveal 
how Eastern European Jews are honoring the past and 
building the future through revived observances of the holi-
days, including Passover, Sukkoth, and Hanukkah. The pho-
tographs also explore the role that artists are playing in the 
resurgence and preservation of Jewish culture. Polish art 
historian and critic Anda Rottenberg offers an appreciation 
of Kantor’s photography and its significance for reclaiming 
Eastern European Jewish identity. Novelist Joseph Skibell 
celebrates Kantor’s “brave vision, unblinking and unafraid.”

Loli Kantor, born in Paris, France, and raised in Israel, is a fine 
art and documentary photographer whose work has been 
exhibited widely in the United States and internationally. 
Her photographs, which have garnered notable awards, are 
in museum collections worldwide, including the Museum of 
Fine Arts, Houston; Lviv National Museum and Drohobych 
Palace of Arts in Ukraine; Lishui Museum of Photography 
in China; the Center for Fine Art Photography in Colorado; 
and the Harry Ransom Center at the University of Texas at 
Austin, as well as numerous private collections. She lives in 
Fort Worth, Texas.
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II. PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

My project has evolved from personal biography to subjective documentary and consists of 

work created primarily in Poland and Ukraine between 2004 and 2012. Over the course of 

these years, I traveled repeatedly to this region to photograph Jewish life in the small 

remaining enclaves and larger communities that I found there.  

This project began while researching my own family’s history in Poland in 2004. My parents 

were Polish Jews and Holocaust survivors who lost nearly their entire families. As my 

research progressed, the scope of my project broadened beyond the personal to encompass 

the living communities of Jews in Eastern Europe. The focus also shifted to include the 

continuing impact of the Holocaust and the subsequent Soviet regime on the Jewish 

communities and their identity.   I have documented life in the small remaining shtetls (pre-

Holocaust villages), as well as in the larger towns and cities, where a Jewish cultural rebirth is 

apparent.  I have seen how Jewish identity has been preserved in these larger communities, 

with a near disappearance of Jewish life in most of smaller villages.  By returning to some of 

the same places again and again, over the years, I have developed a deeper understanding of 

Jewish life in these places. 

 

III. THE PHOTOGRAPHS 

During the first three years I used mainly black and white film and printed in silver gelatin. 

The places I documented during this period were for the most part representative of loss 

and memory. Later in the process, I began to use color. These pigment prints are vivid and 

highly saturated; they convey the tangible reality of place and provide a full palette of the 

region’s hues. They offer the viewer a glimpse of the present.  

I printed a part of this project using the palladium process, creating contact prints from the 

original 6 x 9 cm black and white negatives. Some are single images and others are 	  

diptychs and triptychs, which tell little stories through a sequence of images. The small 

palladium prints are reminiscent of snapshots taken in the 40s and 50s. The small size makes 

them intimate and they read like a family album.	  	  
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This photographic language in the multiple and single frames, juxtaposed with the color and 

black and white works, lends itself to a dialogue between past and present and allows for a 

wider look at the people and a culture. 

 

 “Loli Kantor’s photographs of contemporary Jewish life in Ukraine, There Was a Forest, are like 

jewels—richly colored and saturated, multifaceted, masterfully composed. The longer you look, the more 

you receive. The telling is in the details, and the story is a complicated one of survival and vitality—

preservation and being—and of irreparable loss. Some of the communities she so tenderly depicts are 

about to disappear. Her small palladium prints complement the color work in surprising, delicate ways, 

and lend themselves to the overall layering of the past with the present.” 

 

Alexa Dilworth, Publishing Director, Center for Documentary Studies at Duke University  
 

 

  
 
 
Conversations, Bershad, Ukraine, 2008   archival pigment print  
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IV. THE EXHIBITION 

The works available are in color, black and white (silver gelatin) and palladium prints. 

1.  Color works, Up To 20 Prints 

Archival inkjet prints on Hahnehmühle FineArt Baryta, 39 x 56 cm, framed at 39x56 cm.	   

 	  	  

	   	  	   	  
	   Biscuits and Oranges, 2008, Bershad, Ukraine 
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2.  Black and White Silver Gelatin Prints, Up To 20 prints:  
 
Matted and framed at 40.6 x 50.8 cm and 50.8 x 61 cm.  

  
 
 

 
 Mukachevo, Ukraine, 2006  16x20 inch silver gelatin print 
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3.  Palladium Prints, Up To 24 prints 
 
Contact prints made from 6 x 9 cm black-and-white negatives. Printed on 30 x 38 cm paper 
 

 
 
 

Alfred and Veronika Shreyer, Drohobych, Ukraine 2007, palladium triptych  
 

V. INSTALLATION The exhibition can be tailored to the exhibition space, curator’s 

choices and also to the specific interests of the local audience. I will be available to 

participate in the concept/installation/curation of the show. 
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VI. ARTIST BIO  
 

Loli Kantor was born in Paris, France, raised in Tel Aviv, Israel and Buffalo, New York. 

She has been living in the United States since 1984. Kantor’s work has been exhibited in 

the United States and internationally in China, Ukraine, Poland, and the Czech Republic. 

Kantor has won numerous awards and recognition for her work both nationally and 

internationally. Her work is included in the collections of the Museum of Fine Arts, 

Houston; Lviv National Museum in Ukraine; Drohobych Palace of Art in Ukraine; the 

Harry Ransom Center at The University of Texas at Austin; Lishui Museum of 

Photography in China; and, The Center for Fine Art Photography in Colorado, as well as 

numerous private collections in the United States and abroad. Kantor lives and works in 

Fort Worth, Texas. 

	  
 

  
 
 

 


